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Lesson Plan
Introducing the Lesson 

• Ask participants to name some items that commonly go 
together.
• Start by naming some examples such as "peanut butter and 

jelly", "salt and pepper", and "cats and dogs".
• Then ask participants to come up with some examples. 

Experiencing the Lesson
• Hold up a picture of one of them items from the list of pairs 

in the Resources section.
• Then, place three pictures on the ground (one of them 

should be the pair of the picture that was held up, the other 
two can be random).

• Ask the group to decide which of the three pictures forms a 
pair with the picture that was held up.

• Have them explain why they think the two items form a 
pair.

• Repeat this process using several different pairs.

Closing the Lesson  
• Lay out all of the pictures and ask participants to share which pairs stand out to 

them or which ones they remember.

After the Lesson 
• Save the pictures and use them for future lessons that require partner work. Give 

each participant a picture and then have them find the picture that forms a pair 
and work with that person.

LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT OUTCOME
Participants will answer questions that clarify various points of view and lead to an 

understanding of how different items are related.

MATERIALS
Pictures of various items

AGE ADJUSTMENTS
For an older audience, use pictures of items where the pairs are less obvious and 

require more critical thinking to figure out. Or, use a set of completely random items 
where there is no correct answer. This will require participants to think creatively and 

come up with original reasoning to support the pairings that they choose.

Pair Them Up
*LESSON*

"Go through each 
option one at a time 
and ask participants 
to think about what 
those two items might 
have in common. 
Then, help them think 
through which 
similarities 
seem to be the 
strongest."

What if they can't 
figure out which 
items form the 

pair?
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Further Exploration 

• Put participants in groups of 3 or 4.
• Give each group a set of images that form a pair.
• Have each group spend a few minutes coming up with everything they 

can think of about the items and how they are related.
• Then, give each group a chance to present their items and all of the reasons they 

came up with for why they form a pair.

Get Creative
• Give each participant a Pair Them Up worksheet and some markers or colored 

pencils.
• Have each participant some up with their own pair of items that they think go 

together.
• Then, have them draw each of the items.

Online
• To facilitate this lesson online, create a slideshow with pictures of the various items.
• On the top of each slide, show the first picture from the pair. On the bottom of the 

slide, show the three options of the items that could form a pair with the item on 
the top of the slide.

• Use screen sharing to show each slide, and then let participants discuss. 

Resources
• Sample pairs:

• Toothbrush & toothpaste
• Pencil & eraser
• Cereal & milk
• Shoes & socks
• Fork & knife
• Hair & comb
• Spider & web
• King & queen
• Cake & ice cream
• Lock & key
• Baseball & bat
• Bee & honey
• Bird & nest
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Pair Them Up

Worksheet for: Pair Them Up

What two items go together to form a pair?
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